NAIC MEETING MINUTES, Pilgrim Congregational Church, October 1, 2025

John Rowntree, Tori Markiewicz, Meg Hamm, Judie Bryant, Vice President; Bobbie Knickerbocker,
Allison Palm, President; Meta Vornehm, Treasurer; Kathy Boss, Charles Okorie, Michael Apfelberg,
Jim Jensen, Marina Vaz, Karl Hester, Kim Hester, Jocelyn Sharp-Henning, Secretary.

Zoom: Betsy Cotton, Nonny Egbuono, Linda Gillet, Karla Tolomeo, Tom Woodward, Lea Rumsey,
Shewanda Daniels-Williams.

Judie Bryant read “Saint Francis and the Sow” by Galway Kinnell.

After introductions, as part of being a member of GSOP, Allison and Tori led a Listening Session
focusing on local issues. After breaking up into 2 groups, we discussed the following questions:

e What is your deepest concern?
e Why is this a concern?
e How has it affected you from a personal view as well as from a group view?

The themes that emerged were:

Affordable housing,

breakdown of institutional supports,

getting older,

lack of interconnection,

violence and polarization,

personal safety,

fear for immigrants, LGBTQ community, people of color,
and, democracy.

There will be several of these listening sessions and an upcoming vote on which issue to address.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Crop Walk is October 19" at Temple Beth Abraham. For more information go
to: https://events.crophungerwalk.org/crophungerwalks/event/nashuanh.

The Thanksgiving Service will be November 25" at 7 pm at Christ the King Church, with pies after the
service. If you are interested in joining the planning committee, send an email to Kim Hester at
pastor@ctknashua.org.

On October 8™, Habitat for Humanity is hosting a Faith Leaders breakfast at Christ the King Church at
9:30 am.

Kim Hester announced that the Police Department is hosting a civilian response against active
shootings in the near future. If you are in a leadership position and are interested in attending, email
Kim at pastor@ctknashua.org.

NH United Ways are holding a Statewide coat drive with 6 Nashua locations from September 29-
October 31, 2025, www.graniteuw.org/nhcoatdrive.
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Free Computer literacy classes start this week into November at United Way.
United Way Memory Cafes start next week in Nashua in three places. Contact
info@unitedwaynashua.org or call 603 882-4011.

Deacon George Swensen of the Church of the Good Shepherd is being ordained a Priest on October
4t at Grace Episcopal Church in Manchester.

A theater group is putting on a play on December 7" and tryouts are this Sunday, October 5" at 2 pm
at Pilgrim Congregational Church. The focus is on adults 18-28 but everyone is welcome since there
are 17 parts. Call Judie, if interested, at 603 882-1801 or email her at revjudiebryant@gmail.com.

Charles Okorie from the Thank You Project thanks everyone for their support, encouragement, and
prayers for the Project. The recent walk raised over $17,000 so far. There are 7 wells completed
with one more in process. This is the TYP’s 10" anniversary.

Treasurer Report from Meta:

Main account: $2,985.65

Crop Walk: $3229.10

Choir: $2,529.63

The Multicultural Festival went well on September 14™ with over 200 people attending in person. A
new video of the event will be coming. Next year the Festival will be on a Saturday in mid-
September. Meta also thanks everyone for their support after the Michigan shooting at the CJCLDS.
Allison announced that the UU Church will be in their sanctuary on Sunday after renovations. There
will be an open house on November 8™ at 3:30 with a service at 4:30 pm.

The next NAIC meeting is November 5" at United Way, downstairs. R Ward Holder from St. Anselm
College will be talking about the intersection between religion and politics.

Meeting adjourned at 1:20 pm.

Jocelyn Sharp-Henning, Secretary
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