NAIC MEETING MINUTES, United Way, November 5, 2025

Present: Karl Hester, Mike Apfelberg, Professor Ward Holder, St. Anselm College speaker; John
Rowntree, Allison Palm, President; Bobbie Knickerbocker, Kathy Boss, Jim Jensen, Meta Vornehm,
Treasurer; Tori Markiewicz, Michael Packard, Kim Hester, Rabbi Jon Spira-Savett, Amy Beth
MacDonald, Marina Vaz, Shewanda Lopez, Chris Owen, Jocelyn Sharp-Henning, Secretary.

Mike Apfelberg began the meeting with a reading and participants introduced themselves in the room
and on Zoom.

Professor Ward Holder of St. Anselm College & Director for the Center for the Study of Religion and
Public Life who is also a Presbyterian minister, presented a slide show about the current changing
relationship of religion and politics.

The 1t amendment of the Constitution states, “Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof...” And, Article 6 of the Constitution
states, “The senators and representatives.... Shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation to support this
Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or Public
Trust under the United States...”

He pointed out the Executive order from President Trump on 2/6/25 citing no tolerance of anti-
Christian bias, which sets Christianity apart and decides whose Christianity will count. He mentions a
book by Stephen Wolfe, The Case For Christian Nationalism, which is about reinvigorating
Christendom, supporting only white anglo nationalists, with one religion forced upon all, which is the
opposite of Christianity. It promotes patriarchy, authoritarian control, militarism, etc.

He discussed Christian Dominionism and the 7 Mountain Mandate which believes family, religion,
education, media, arts and entertainment, government, and business must have domination.
President Trump is working towards the 7 Mountain Mandate, as expressed in Project 2025. Within
this Mandate, women are not allowed to work and must stay home to procreate. It bans abortion.
There is no transgender or homosexual medical care. Women can’t vote. Medicaid includes return
to work rules. Free speech is suppressed and attacked.

The Roman Catholic Church is attacked for helping the poor, progressive. Christianity is attacked,
ICE attacks Methodists, Islam, Judaism, and anti-Christian bias, etc.

In education, the Department of Education is dismantled, there are no 504 or IEP plans, education is
privatized, international students are attacked, there is no free speech at universities, there are false
claims of antisemitism, etc.

Within media, the press is rejected and attacked, etc.

Within arts and entertainment, the Board at the Kennedy Center were fired and Trump is now the
head. Jimmy Kimmel was temporarily cancelled.

Within the government, DOGE has access to the IRS, IRS records are merged with ICE efforts.
There is a rejection of court rulings and due process. There are no checks and balances within
Congress, etc.



Businesses have to bow to Trump in his tariff world. The US government has a 10-15% stake in 5
publicly traded companies. Law firms have agreed to donate over $500 million to the administration
in pro bono work, etc.

Specifically in NH, speech is dictated in churches, mosques, etc. White people create private schools
that have few or no disabled or LGTBQ students. Public funds are available for religious schools.
Low Income Heating Assistance program is reduced.

There is loss of special education funding, SNAP benefits are used as a political tool, the most
vulnerable get no education with Trump.

Because Trump pulled out of the WHO, the CDC is not receiving flu samples from around the world to
create up to date flu vaccines, SNAP benefits are denied creating a domino effect in grocery stores,
with NH farmers, etc.

If congregations picked up the social services (Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, SNAP, WIC, etc.)
that are being reduced or dropped by the government, it would cost $400,000 per congregation per
year...

Three solutions were proposed:
1. Vote.
2. Congregations, NH Council of Churches, NAIC, other groups need to clarify clearly that this is
not acceptable.
3. Organize. Nonviolent change works when 3% of citizens speak up. This translates into 10
million marching at No Kings Day rallies, up from the 7 million who protest now.

Treasurer’s Report, Meta Vornehm:

Checking:  $3285.65
Crop Walk: $3241.40
Choir: $2314.89

Meta shared that the Arlington Street Community Conversations are November 7" for wards 1,2, and
3, and December 5" for wards 7, 8, 9.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NAIC Thanksgiving Service is Tuesday, November 25th, 7 pm at Christ the King Church, 3 Lutheran
Drive, Nashua. There will be a panel of clergy and nonclergy and the theme is gratitude. Please
bring a pie for the reception afterwards. A motion passed to split the offering between Family Promise
and the United Way Greater Nashua Hunger Fund, which helps all food pantries in the area.

The Arlington Street Community Center invites all to a Winter Festival on December 12, 5-7 pm.
They ask you to share winter holiday traditions and host a simple activity, targeted towards kids, but
accessible to all ages, like a craft or game, etc.

The Church of the Good Shepherd needs volunteers to put on a Thanksgiving meal for 100
people. Contact Kathy Boss if interested.

St. Anselm College, the Institute of Politics, and Ethics Forum invites you to a conference on
November 17", 8:30 am to 1:00 pm, entitled “Guided by Convictions, Bound By Respect:
Exploring What It Means to Live Well, Together. The conference is free and includes lunch. See



Chris Owen for more information. You can help by attending, putting up posters, and including
information in your communications.

Mlke Apfelberg and United Way:
asks us to take a flyer about food drives and a list of area food pantries,
* reminds us that the popup pantries are open,
* the Memory Cafes are beginning,
* and to sign up for a 1/2 hour radio spot between 5 pm November 30" and 5 pm December 1%,
48 spots are available.

Becky Green announced that about 350 people participated in the Crop Walk with over $53,000
raised to date with more donations coming. 25% is given to 4 agencies in Nashua and 75% is
distributed internationally by Church World Service.

Meeting adjourned at 1:25 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Jocelyn Sharp-Henning, Secretary



