
NAIC MEETING MINUTES, Main Street United Methodist, December 3rd, 2025 

Present:  Kelly Turney, Karl Hester, John Rowntree, Allison Palm, President; Bobbie Knickerbocker, 
Jim Jensen, Meta Vornehm, Treasurer; Kim Hester, Rabbi Jon Spira-Savett, Margaret Hamm 

On Zoom: Mike Apfelberg, Betsy Cotton, Leah Rumsey, Karla Tolomeo, Michael Packard, Nonny 
Egbuonu 

Rev. Kelly welcomed us and opened the meeting with a prayer by Cameron Trimble - “For Kindness 
in the Cold” 

Meeting began with community conversation - ‘What does your tradition teach about hunger and 
feeding people.’ 

The invited speaker did not arrive. We moved to Council Business and announcements. 

Our Thanksgiving Service was very successful. Thanks to our host congregation - Christ the King 
Lutheran and their pastor Kim Hester. Our collection raised $1060, which is double what we received 
last year. It was split between in-person and online donations using ‘Give Better.’ The money received 
will be split 50/50 between Family Promise and the United Way Greater Nashua Hunger Fund.  

Upcoming events: 
Friday Dec. 12th - Arlington Street Community Center Winter Festival, 5pm - 7pm. We have been 
invited to offer an activity based on our Holiday Traditions. Allison and Meta will be there to represent 
us.  

January 17th, Annual Interfaith MLK event, 6 pm at First Baptist Church. The NH Gay Men’s Chorus 
will be back this year. 

We have two Spring events coming up: 
* Sacred Music, Sunday, March 22nd, 4 pm at UU Church of Nashua. Planning team is defined and 

working this. 
* April - book club, First meeting in person at Nashua Public Library on April 13th, followed by zoom 

sessions on April 20th & 27th.  The book is Beyond Religion by the Dalai Lama. Meta will be 
ordering some copies of the book to share. 

Next month’s meeting will be Jan. 7th at Temple Beth Abraham. Speakers are coming from the NH 
School Fair Funding Project. This group has a form online collecting first person accounts of how 
Public Schools in NH have effected people. The information will be sent to our list. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS	  
United Way - Thanks to Kim for inviting Mike to participate in the Thanksgiving Service and to Karl for 
joining the 24-hour radio program in the early morning hours. 

Fund Raising dinner for Family Promise is Thursday night, Dec. 4th. 

The NH Gay’s Men’s Chorus kicks off its holiday season on Dec. 6th at Christ the King Lutheran, 
tickets are still available today, but they usually sell out. 



The NH Council of Churches are organizing as the NH Legislation considers five different bills to 
reinstate the death penalty. They have an open letter to sign on Facebook and their website to 
oppose reinstating the death penalty. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints has an upcoming Christmas Concert titled ‘O Come 
All Ye Faithful’ - Dec 14 at 6 pm, featuring choirs from multiple congregations and their youth 
orchestra.  

Nonni offered that the “Let’s Talk” group continues to meet on the first and third Thursdays of the 
month on zoom.  

As a follow up to last month’s conversation, the presentation about Christian Nationalism in NH 
offered by the NH Council of Churches is coming to Nashua on Mon., Feb 9th at 6:30pm at the UU 
Church of Nashua.  

John R. Reported that the NH legislature is considering bills that reverse many of the changes done 
in the last session that create opportunities for more affordable housing.  

The city passed two ordinances banning encampments. Unhoused folks have two weeks, until Dec. 
15th to find housing of some sort. United Way is working quickly to help people.  

The overnight warming station opened Dec. 1st. Many staff and volunteers are needed. This is open 
7pm - 7am daily through April 15th. The warming station is looking for snacks. It is funded by Opioid 
Abatement grant funding and can not be used for food. Allison will send an email out to our list to 
bring attention to these needs.   

Rabbi Jon mentioned City Committee meeting on Dec. 4th to discuss a ‘Resource Center’ idea that 
was introduced during discussion about the camping ordinance. This would be available during the 
day or ideally 24/7. There is a proposal to take $300,000 from and existing fund to use for this project. 
It has the support of a majority of the BOA. 

Treasurer’s Report, Meta Vornehm: 

Checking:	 $3834.65 (which includes $500 from Thanksgiving service collection that is going out) 
Crop Walk:	 $659.14 
Choir:		 $2314.89  

We discussed how we use our general fund. We can use some of our funds or food for the warming 
shelter. Kim Hester entered a motion to use $500 for snacks for the shelter, John Rowntree seconded 
the motion. The motion passed. Kim will connect to the city to determine how we will accomplish this.  

Meeting adjourned at 1:10 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
John Rowntree


