
NAIC Meeting Minutes, Temple Beth Abraham, January 7, 2026

Present:  John Rowntree, Jocelyn Sharp-Henning, Zack Sheehan, Karl Hester, Kim Hester, Karla 
Tolomeo, Bobbie Knickerbocker, Jim Jensen, Justin Munroe, Shewanda Lopez, Mike Apfelberg, 
Allison Palm, Marsha Feder, Michael Packard, Casey Neal, Jon Spira-Savett, AmyBeth MacDonald, 
Meta Vornehm, Leah Rumsey, Kathy Boss, Tori Markiewicz.
On Zoom:  Kelly Tourney, Meg Hamm, Betsy Cotton, Matt Hodgkiss, Ashley Wade.

Rabbi Jon welcomed everyone and oriented us to the building.  President Allison read a poem 
entitled, “I Am Running In To A New Year”, by Lucille Clifton.

We broke into small groups to answer the question, What is/was your experience with public 
education?

Our speakers were from the NH School Funding Fairness Project, Zack Sheehan, Casey Neal, and 
Ashley Wade.

The NHSFFP is a nonprofit created in 2019, based in Concord, with a mission to inform the public 
about the condition of New Hampshire public schools and their funding.  They envision each student 
having access to excellent public education, regardless of zip code, which is supported by equitable 
state funding.

Public schooling is a complex system with complex issues. Bills are literally being voted on right now 
regarding public school funding.  Currently there is inequitable funding, with $4 billion per year 
allocated in NH, 70 % from local property taxes, 20% from State sources (which is the smallest share 
of any state in the country), and Federal aid of 9%.  How do we make public education better for more 
students?

The SWEPT law, or Statewide Education Property Tax was instituted after the Claremont lawsuit, but 
is no longer a law.  There have been no donor towns for 13 years.

State education funding is about $4,200 per student plus extra for students in poverty added on top 
for about $5,400 per student. The State says this is what is needed and towns say it is not enough.  
There is disparity in what the State actually spends and how much the State says public schools 
need.

Taxes are not equitable as a house in Jaffrey ends us paying more in taxes versus a lake house in 
Meredith which is worth more but has a lower tax rate. This results in a regressive tax system. The 
interest and dividend tax, which had been around for more than 100 years, was phased out a year 
ago which brought in $184 million per year. 

Bills being voted on today or tomorrow:

1. Cutting business taxes by another 30 million, decreasing state revenues more, with no 
acknowledgement that housing and day care are needed for employees to be able to work.

2. Creating caps for school budgets, a one size fits all approach.
3. Increasing aid for school buildings, providing a minimum of $60 million.
4. Creating a study on how to increase revenue to lower property taxes.
5. Increasing State funding for schools above the ConVal ruling by the Supreme Court.



How do we address school funding and decrease property taxes?  There are both positive and 
negative views of public schools out there.  Positive stories are available about what is happening in 
public schools right now.  These stories show why NH’s public schools are important.

NHSFFP will soon be offering a tool with a live link to track proposed bills and results on a daily basis. 

Educational Freedom Accounts are vouchers of about $5000 that any parent can apply for. There is 
no income limit and funds are instantly available. Money is being pulled out of a system with limited 
money and limited resources. Private schools have increased their tuition to match the vouchers.  $50 
million is not available for public schools.

NAIC BUSINESS

Treasurer’s Report:  Kim Hester made a $500 donation from NAIC to the Warming Center.
Main account:  $3,296.35
Choir:    $2,313.89
Crop Walk:    $   659.14

The Book Club will read Beyond Religion by the Dalai Lama and meet in person on April 13th at the 
Nashua Library, followed by two Zoom meetings on April 20 and 27, all 7-8 pm. Six books are 
available to borrow from Meta.

Meta Vornehm, Kathy Boss, and Judie Bryant are working on the Sacred Music concert for March 22 
at 4 pm at the UU Church.  They are asking for performers from a cross section of faiths.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Martin Luther King Interfaith Service is on January 17 at the First Baptist Church at 6 pm.  The 
Gay Men’s Chorus and the Interfaith Choir will perform.

Democracy In Action at the UU Church is working in conjunction with Open Democracy to offer a 
morning of TED style talks with 5 speakers on January 24, 9-1:30, followed by a pot luck, at the UU 
Church.  The topic is how to make democracy work better in NH.  Contact Allison Palm for more 
information.

Countering Christian Nationalism event is February 9 at 6:30 pm with Lisa Beaudoin from the Council 
of Churches.  Allison will send information out soon.

Every Sunday in February, the Black HeritageTrail NH will hold Tea Talks in Portsmouth and retired 
Episcopal Presiding Bishop Curry will be talking on February 8.  This will also be streamed.  Contact 
John Rowntree for more information.

On January 11 at 4 pm at the Church of the Good Shepherd Bishop Rob Hirschfeld will speak about 
mental health, depression, and faith, followed by a pot luck dinner.

For the 250th USA celebration, Temple Beth Israel and Congregation Shalom in Chelmsford will read 
sacred American texts in Chelmsford.  Contact Rabbi Jon Spira-Savett for more information.

Temple Beth Abraham and the Unitarian Universalist Church are working together on a pilot project to 
fund a full-time facility person split between the two congregations.



United Way of Greater Nashua is offering a monthly Memory Café at St. Joseph’s Senior Resource 
Center, Nashua Senior Activity Center, and YMCA of greater Nashua.  You can attend all three.

United Way has 75 volunteers for the overnight warming station, 24/7, 7 days per week, and are 
looking for more volunteers.

GSOP holds the Immigrant Solidarity rally this Saturday at 12 pm at the United Methodist Church on 
Main Street.

There will be a protest at the Merrimack Town Hall this Thursday to oppose a possible ICE Detention 
Center in Merrimack.

The next meeting is February 4 at Tolles Street Mission, 52 Whitney Street.  Parking is on street.  
Allison will confirm the speaker tomorrow.

Respectfully submitted,
Jocelyn Sharp-Henning, Secretary


