
NAIC Meeting Minutes, June 3, 2026, Unitarian Universalist Church

Present:  John Rowntree, Jocelyn Sharp-Henning, Secretary; Matt Hodgkiss, Leah Rumsey, Allison 
Palm, President; Michael Packard, Jim Jensen, Shewanda Lopez, Tori Markiewicz, Hassan Jafri, 
Judie Bryant, Vice President; Barb Molter, Meg Hamm, Meta Vornehm, Treasurer; Jon Spira-Savett, 
Mohammed Ali, Bobbie Knickerbocker, Tanya Stormo Rasmussen, Karl Hester, and Mike Apfelberg 
on Zoom.

Allison read To Hear One Another by L. Annie Foerster.  We enjoyed an end of the year pot luck.

Allison asked us what felt good about the past year.  Responses included: 
 good representation in the membership, 
 the 2 potlucks, 
 having Joshua talk about religious freedom, 
 the Book Club, 
 hearing about the NH Immigrant Mutual Aid Fund, 
 programs like the Sacred Music event, 
 the Thanksgiving service, 
 Crop Walk event, 
 donating to the Greater Nashua Hunger Fund, etc.

Responses for hopes for the coming year: 
 more of the same events, 
 a tote drive filled with necessities, 
 something around election time e.g. voter education, 
 ask Professor R. Ward Holder from St. Anslem College to come back for Part II, 
 asking what congregations are doing for incarcerated people, 
 meet at the Islamic Society of Greater Nashua for a presentation, 
 have a talk about civic engagement in a polarized environment,
 encourage St. Joseph’s Hospital, Southern NH Medical Center and Rivier Spiritual Care 

Departments to attend and possibly be speakers,
 bring back the sharing of traditions at meetings, and
 invite Karl/Kim Hester to give a talk about their sabbaticals.

Business

Allison reported that written reports are online at this link (link in 6/1/26 email reminder of meeting): 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19Hqlp_6Xi6l1WkJpvF0ElPscd9j_tYKXIePoJqchJnk/edit?
tab=t.0with a program review of our 2025-2026 year.  The Interfaith Choir, Crop Walk, and Continuum 
of Care reports are coming. Also included are a GSOP,  Cultural Connection, and Greater Nashua 
Interfaith Housing and Justice reports.

Treasurer’s Report and Proposed Budget:

General account: $1645.23
Choir:   1934.14
Crop Walk:     659.14
Total Assets: $4238.51

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19Hqlp_6Xi6l1WkJpvF0ElPscd9j_tYKXIePoJqchJnk/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19Hqlp_6Xi6l1WkJpvF0ElPscd9j_tYKXIePoJqchJnk/edit?tab=t.0


At the Thanksgiving Service in 2025, donations doubled so that more than $500 was given to Family 
Promise, and more than $500 to the United Way Hunger Fund.  The NAIC Council also voted to give 
$500 to the Homeless Warming Center.  Next year, The Cohen Institute for Holocaust and Genocide 
Studies at Keene State and UNH will have grant money of $5000 available to teachers to continue 
educating people about the Holocaust.  NAIC will be the fiscal agent for the money to pass through.

The balance this year is -$640.42 but money left over from last year will cover it.

Meta presented the proposed budget for next year.  Total expenses are projected at $7,330.00 and 
revenue at $6,900.00.  Meg Hamm motioned to accept the new budget and Jim Jensen seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed.  Meta thanks everyone for their dues that we can do good things with.

Officers for 2026-2027

Many thanks to John Rowntree and Kathy Boss who will be leaving the Board.  Allison Palm will stay 
as Past President and Meta Vornhem, Jocelyn Sharp-Henning, and Shewanda Lopez will continue to 
complete the second year of their terms.

The new slate was presented:
President: Judie Bryant
Vice President:  Mat Hodgkiss
At Large Member: Karla Tolomeo

Rabbi Jon motioned to accept the slate and Mike Apfelberg seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Announcements

There is no meeting in July or August and our first meeting will be September 2nd which will be 
another pot luck luncheon.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd is co-sponsoring a seminar on June 27th from 10-4:30 
titled:  Sitting on A Hill:  The American Revolution, the Constitution, and the Anglican Tradition, with 
Rev. Dr. Steven Bragaw.  The fee is $45 including lunch. Register by the 23rd and call Rev. Kathy 
Boss with questions.

Rabbi Jon has received a grant for $2000 from the Jewish Partnership for Democracy and Faith 250 
to be used for interfaith USA 250th celebrations, spirituality relevant text around freedom and 
democracy, readings of the Declaration of Independence and Constitution, etc., over coffee.  If you 
are interested, see Rabbi Jon.

Also, Rabbi Jon is looking for partners to host two authors sometime this summer or fall, Aziz Abu 
Sarah and Maoz Inon who wrote The Future is Peace.

Meta announced
 a free Religious Liberty Forum on June 14th at 7 pm at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints with Joshua McDaniel and Hannah Smith. 
 Also, there is a community survey at qrco.de/HealthyNashua.org through Cultural 

Connections.
 There is a Juneteenth celebration on June 19 from 2-6 pm at the downtown Riverwalk with 

free food and music, games and vendors.

Karl Hester reports his wife is coming back from sabbatical and he will be on sabbatical in September.



GSOP will hold their annual meeting on Sunday, June 7th, 3-5 pm at Blessed Sacrament in 
Manchester.

Hassan Jafri facilitated a tote bag necessity collection and disbursement in Lowell and would like to 
expand to Nashua.

Mike Apfelberg reminds us of:

 Memory Cafe is next Wednesday, June 10th at the Nashua Senior Activity Center.
 There is a shoe collection, new or usable, in June/July which will be sent to other countries and 

is a fundraiser for United Way.

Shewanda Lopez reminds us there is a service trip to Honduras during February vacation, 2/24-
3/3/2027 if anyone is interested in going.  Also, the Tree Streets block party is July 11 th.

President Allison Palm thanks everyone for a great year!

Meeting adjourned 1:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Jocelyn Sharp-Henning, Secretary


